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Again on June 18th Congressman Weaver
was allowed five minutes in the debate upon the
bill providing for the exchange of trade-dollars
for legal-tender silver dollars. He remarked
by way of introduction that it was amusing to
listen to "the conflicting views" upon metal
money. One member thought the silver dollar
of 4:121/2 grains was not of equal value with the
gold dollar, and would be willing to cut down
the gold dollar to equalize them. He did not
have personally "any very serious objection",
but he would like to inquire how the bonds is-
sued since 1870 could be paid since they were
payable either in gold or silver dollars of
existing weights. A change in the gold dollar
would leave only the silver dollar with which
to pay interest upon the bonds. "That, I think,
would be a capital joke on the bondholder, and
I rather like it."

Next he paid his respects to his colleague
from Iowa, Mr. Price, whom he described as
growing eloquent in the closing hours of the
session in favor of unlimited coinage of silver
after voting against the Warner Silver Bill a
few weeks before. Mr. Price interrupted to
warn him against misrepresenting his position,
and to say that he had never stated that he was
in favor of unlimited coinage of silver. In
reply Mr. Weaver remarked that "at the risk
of my personal safety, then, let me put my col-